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to a pro-democracy Web site.31 A senior executive justified this ac-
tion by noting, ‘‘I do not like the outcome of what happens with 
these things. . . . But we have to follow the law.’’ 32 Microsoft 
launched a new Chinese language Web log service that prohibits 
the use of terms such as ‘‘democracy,’’ ‘‘freedom,’’ and ‘‘human 
rights’’ in certain sections.33 Google has decided to display in its 
Chinese-language news searches only those results that are acces-
sible to Chinese users, stimulating a discussion about the relative 
values of self-censorship and good service. Google argues that its 
users would be poorly served by a display of news sites that they 
could not access.34 Additionally, Google has acquired a non-control-
ling share of a Chinese Internet service provider that filters user 
activities, while Yahoo has launched its own.35

The U.S. government has articulated a desire for freedom of in-
formation in China and worldwide, and implemented a BBG pro-
gram to obstruct Chinese government filtration of Internet content. 
At the same time, U.S. companies have provided hardware for Chi-
na’s system of control, and made operating decisions that conform 
to the preference of China’s government for censorship on the 
Internet. 

RECOMMENDATIONS 

• The Commission recommends that Congress increase funding for 
the BBG’s Internet anti-censorship activities targeted at China. 
The BBG should be encouraged to refine its efforts to prevent il-
legitimate use of its services in order to avoid incidentally block-
ing inoffensive Web sites.

• The Commission recommends that Congress prohibit disclosure 
by U.S. companies to the Chinese government, in the absence of 
formal legal action by the Chinese government, of information 
about Chinese users or authors of online content. Congress 
should require that where a U.S. company is compelled to act, it 
shall inform the U.S. government. A compilation of this informa-
tion should be made publicly available semi-annually.

• The Commission recommends that Congress create an entity 
within the executive branch to develop a comprehensive strategy 
to combat state-sponsored blocking of the Internet and persecu-
tion or harassment of users. The strategy should include the de-
velopment and deployment of anti-censorship technologies. The 
strategy must adhere to certain universally recognized limita-
tions that may appropriately be imposed, but should minimize 
incidental blocking of inoffensive Web sites.

• The Commission recommends that Congress urge the Executive 
Branch to respond to the Chinese government’s efforts to block 
VOA and RFA broadcasts and Web sites by vigorously and fre-
quently raising to high-level officials of China’s government the 
United States’ displeasure with this practice of censorship and 
requesting that the government cease this practice. Additionally, 
Congress should recommend that the executive branch monitor 
the broadcasts in the United States of electronic media controlled 
by the Chinese government, such as China Central Television 
(CCTV), and develop and implement a plan to issue corrections 
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of factual errors contained in those broadcasts and disseminate 
them to news media and influential persons and organizations 
within Chinese-speaking communities in the United States as 
well as examine other actions that may be appropriate to directly 
counter these practices. 
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